
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
It was with sadness we learnt of the death of Lynne 

Turner; a number of our members joined with Lynne’s 

family and friends at the Leppington Cemetery on 

Friday to celebrate her life  

 

A copy of the Notice of Motion and the Standing 

Resolutions Volume 1 was handed to you at the last 

meeting.  We will be voting to accept this Motion at 

our meeting on Friday. 

 

As I mentioned last month, the March meeting will be 

our Annual General Meeting when all positions for the 

Executive (President, Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer) as well as the general Committee will be up 

for election.  Nomination forms will be available for 

all positions and should be handed to Paul Hay at the 

February meeting. Please consider nominating as a 

number of our Committee members have been serving 

for some years and will be standing down. 

 

I have been speaking with Janice McCurrie and she 

has asked me to thank everyone for their kind thoughts 

and cards.  She really does appreciate it and she hopes 

that everyone enjoys the Christmas lunch. 

 

I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas 

with your family. 

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for December will be 

Author and Bush Poet, Roz Baker who is an 

Advanced Toastmaster and has won many trophies for 

humorous and impromptu speaking and recites some 

of her bush poetry. 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

   INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Maria Battye, Allan Benham, Bob Ferguson, Allan 

Harris, Dieter Klepatzki, Janice McCurrie, Maurien 

McNevin, Edna Morgan, Lynette Nixon, Marian 

Pritchett, Ken Starkey, Jan Taylor, Nerida Thompson, 

Barbara Wadson. 
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WELFARE: 
Helen Gilchrist:  Helen is still in hospital and I sent 

her a card from us all.  I spoke to her this week and she 

thanks everyone for their good wishes.  We hope to see 

her soon. 

 

 

VALE – Lynnette Turner 
3

rd
 May 1940 – 20

th
 November 2011 

 

 

Lynne passed away on 

Sunday, 20
th
 November 

after a battle with cancer.  

She was always 

determined to stay in 

control of her health and 

has survived cancer 

before as well as other 

life threatening illnesses.  

She maintained that 

determination right to the 

end and was even talking 

about coming home just a week before. 

 

Lynne is survived by her son, Bradley, and her 

daughter, Rebecca; her daughter-in-law Katina, son-in-

law Guy; and her dear grandchildren Jeremy and 

Jessica. 

 

Lynne always said that after her working life she was a 

home body …. until Probus.  Probus opened up a new 

life for her with lots of friends and places to visit.  

People often commented that she was very welcoming 

and inclusive on the Probus outings.  She was an active 

member of the gardening group and held a memorable 

Christmas in July at her home. 

 

In the last couple of years Lynne got great enjoyment 

(as well as some frustration) from learning how to use 

her home computer and researching her family history. 

 

Lynne’s dear friend, Pat Scott, from our Club was a 

good friend before her Probus days and was with her 

throughout her illness, taking her to the many doctors’ 

appointments required, and just being there for her. 

 

Rest in peace, Lynne 

 

Vale written by Sue Kijurina 

 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do so. 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

A PROFILE – Ralph Snowball 

 
I was born November 28

th
 

1946 in Sydney and spent 

my early days growing up 

in Erskineville where I 

lived with my parents, elder 

brother and three sisters.  

Some of my first memories 

are of wandering the streets 

of Erskineville and Redfern 

with my sister, fireworks 

and bonfires in the local 

park.  My sister just loved 

horses and one time we 

followed a circus to its next 

destination.  Things that kids could not do now. 
 

My schooling started at Erskineville Public School in 

1952 where I spent the next four years before moving 

to Pretty Beach where my parents had a block of land.  

Dad had built a holiday shack which he eventually 

extended to a stage that it became the family home.  I 

attended the local Pretty Beach Public School then 

Gosford High School. 

 

My working life started at the local hardware store, 

Sterland Bros, and I spent the next few years learning 

the hardware trade.  I moved to Sydney to join a 

wholesale hardware firm where I spent the next 15 

years.  While working there I was introduced by a 

workmate to her sister Jean who had just returned from 

travelling in Europe and Great Britain.  After a short 

courtship we announced our engagement and were 

married in 1972. 

 

Our first years were spent living in Earlwood with a 

short sojourn (3 months) to Lake Cargellico in mid 

summer where I managed the hardware division of the 

local department store, Chamen & Co, which proved 

too hot to handle.  On our return we moved to 

Bradbury where we lived for nearly 25 years and our 

two children were born. 

 

As our children grew and became involved in sport my 

daughter playing Netball and son Soccer I took on the 

position of secretary of the Uniting Church Soccer 

Club and through my involvement with the club was 

elected to the committee of the Macarthur District 

Soccer Club. 

 

In 1997 we moved to Mount Annan where we lived 

until moving to Macarthur Village Campbelltown in 

2007. 

 

After many years working for a boss in 1998 I was 

offered the chance to start my own business in 

partnership with a very good friend.  We started a 

wholesale hardware company importing products from 



Asia and that supported us until I retired in 2010 after 

having a heart attack. 

 

Over the years I have been able to travel extensively 

through China, Japan, Thailand and Taiwan through 

my business and with Jean travelled to Europe in 1996 

and 2006.  We are looking forward to travelling 

through Europe again in May next year and the arrival 

of twins as siblings to our grandson in April. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS at the HUNTER 

VALLEY GARDENS by Elaine Dean 
 

 
 

We were picked up by a mini bus in light eain and 

deposited at the meeting place to await the arrival of 

the coach.  After packing away all the bags and 

boarding the coach approximately 45 of us (including 

visitors) departed travelling up the F5/M7/M2 for the 

F3 to take us to Ourimbah for lunch at the RSL.  Of 

course, the road works on the M2 slowed us down a 

bit, but one must feel sorry for those who have to 

travel the M2 each day. 

 

After a great smorgasbord, we headed towards Wangi 

Wangi to the old home of Sir William Dobell.  On 

arrival we were met by members of the Dobell Trust 

who gave a very interesting talk on his life and enacted 

his famous court case in the dispute over his painting 

of Joshua Smith which won him the first of his three 

Archibald Prizes. 

 

Sir William (or Sir Bill as he preferred) was born in 

1899 in Cooks Hill, Newcastle, apprenticed as an 

Architect, and later went to the Julian Ashton School 

where his artistic talents were recognised.  He was 

knighted in 1966 and died in 1970.  His exploits in the 

art world are well known. 

 

Dobell House, originally called Allawah, is thought to 

be designed by Dobell during his days as an apprentice 

in the 1920s and irregularly added to over the next 40 

years by his father and himself when he purchased it 

from his father’s estate in 1942.  He moved into the 

house after his court case for a quieter life and 

gradually started painting again.  He lived there with 

his eldest sister until his death. 

 

After leaving Dobell House, Peter received a phone 

call advising that the Hunter Valley Gardens had 2 

inches of rain on Wednesday night and that a decision 

as to whether they would open tonight would be made 

at 5pm.  A second call revealed that they had got 80% 

of the lights working and would open for tours 

previously booked. 

 

We booked into the Country Comfort Motel in 

Cessnock, then off to the RSL for another 

smorgasbord.  Oh boy!!!  This was better than lunch. 

 

The light show was absolutely first class, it was 

difficult to tell where the ones not working were.  It 

will be a great day at Happy Snappers when all the 

photos are shown.  After a long day it was back to the 

motel for a good night’s sleep.  Next day a cooked 

breakfast and off to Morpeth. 

 

On arrival at Morpeth we were met by a local guide, 

John, posing as George Augustus Longshank. Who 

gave a very extensive history lesson and tour of the 

town. 

 

The town of Morpeth was created by Lt. E.C. Close.  

He selected 200 acres and developed it as a river port 

town from 1831-41.  His house, Closebourne, is a two 

storey Georgian home from local sandstone.  The local 

sandstone was also used extensively for many 

buildings in Sydney.  There are many well known 

names who had properties or businesses in town.  

These we saw on our walk around after the initial tour.  

The construction of the railway in 1857, bypassing 

Morpeth, meant that Newcastle had been developed 

into the regional port.  Morpeth became less significant 

commercially, but still survived as a town with its own 

history and heritage.  Today many buildings are 

heritage listed. 

 

After lunch, we boarded the coach for our journey 

home, relaxing to the soothing sounds of Celtic 

Woman singing Christmas Carols. 

 

Many thanks to Peter for his usual magnificent 

planning and also to Keith, our driver for a safe 

journey. 

 

 

STEWARDS’ REPORT OF NARELLAN 

PROBUS MELBOURNE CUP 

MEETING 
The Stewards have viewed all races and for most of it 

was agreed that they were won fairly.  However, one 

of the races a long arm won the race.  In the racing 

rules it is won by a short nose.  The Stewards allowed 

this horse to be the winner as it had both.  Some of the 

horses had very long strides and it was suggested that 

next year those horses will be hobbled.  Perhaps 

then they may be retired and become sedate Probus 

members. 

 



 
 

On repeated replays of the musical paper we find that 

there was repeated pushing and shoving.  This is 

against Probus rules, as we all know that Probus 

people are polite at all times.  However when it was 

down to the last two people the second place person 

crossed the circle and placed her dainty foot down on 

the paper.  The rules say you must continue in a circle.  

The Jury is still out and a verdict will be handed down 

at a later date. 

Acting Chief Steward. 

 

. 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland  
A special thank you from all the painters to David 

Llewellyn who gave us a really interesting talk and 

demonstration on how printers look at colours and mix 

them to obtain some pretty fantastic results considering 

they work from only 3 colours.  It was very interesting 

and everyone commented on the quality of David’s 

very professional presentation 

 

 
 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

At our last meeting, we all reported enjoyment of “The 

Picture of Dorian Gray”, and admiration of the author, 

Oscar Wilde.  We will not be meeting in December or 

February, due to absences, but will meet on the third 

Monday of other months, including 16
th
 January. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

As mentioned previously there will be no cards night 

in December.  However a cards night has been 

scheduled for the new year at the Glen Alpine Casino 

on Saturday, 28
th
 January, 2012 commencing at 

7.30pm.  Contact Ken or Brenda on 46255253. The 

casino operators, Jeanette, Ken and Brenda would like 

to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Due to the number of people unavailable we did not 

hold a workshop in November so this meeting will 

feature the cards planned for last time as well as our 

Christmas lunch together. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our next craft afternoon is on Tuesday, 6
th

 December 

at 2pm.  This is our last get together for 2011. 

 

Craft for 2012 will be held on the 1st and 3
rd

 

WEDNESDAY of each month between 1.30pm and 

4pm.  It will NO LONGER BE ON TUESDAYS. 

 

Next year I am hoping to have structural group lessons 

on different craft themes.  Still bring along your 

favourite project to each craft afternoon.  New ideas 

are most welcome.   I would like to thank everyone for 

making Craft 2011 most enjoyable. 

Our craft for 2012 will commence on Wednesday, 7
th

 

March, 2012 because most of us will be away on our 

Tasmanian trip.   Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

PS …. Please save your Christmas Cards and give to 

me at the February meeting. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Raining again so Red Cow Farm will be for another 

day.  Our next meeting will be morning tea at Sue’s 

place in January.  

 Rest in peace Lynne and may the rest of us have a 

warm Christmas with family and friends this year. 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

At our last meeting on Friday, 11
th
 November we 

reviewed a large variety of great images from the year.  

We also made plans and discussed topics for next 

year’s programme, which is full of varied and 

interesting events.  We then organised our Christmas 

Lunch at Ribs and Rumps. 

 

It was rather disappointing to see only 8 Probus 

members at the Arise Therapy Day at Macarthur 

Village. 

** A trip to Lake Bathurst has been organised by Ros 

for 5
th
 March next year.  Visitors welcome. ** 

Happy Snapping 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person   This will be the last game for the 

year. 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

Monday, 5
th

 December:  Lunch in the Heritage 

Railway Carriage behind CakeBiz, Camden Valley 

Way, Narellan 12.30pm 



Thursday, 8
th

 December: Walk in the Southern 

Highlands on the Boxvale Mine Track. 

Friday, 16
th

 December: Christmas Lunch at 

Menangle 12.30pm 

Saturday, 31
st
 December:  New Year’s Eve at 

Macarthur Tavern in Campbelltown 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last Travel Tales meeting Sheila presented her 

exciting experiences as she cruised through Asia and 

the Baltic.  She had an interesting variety of photos 

from Malaysia, Dubai, St. Petersburg and the Baltic. 

 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 8
th

 February 

2012 when Brian will share his experiences in 

Antarctica. 

 

We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season 

and thank you for your friendship and support 

throughout the year.  We particularly thank Ros for 

organising the venue and those people who generously 

give their time and expertise to make this such a fun 

and successful interest group. 

 

The Travel Tales’ group meets on the third Wednesday 

of every month at the large hall in Park Central at 

7.30pm.  Everone is welcome to attend.  If you have 

photos of any trip you enjoyed and would like to share 

them with other members please speak to either Kathy 

or Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

February 2012 

Love Never Dies Wednesday, 1
st
 February 1pm, 

Capitol Theatre $61 Payment by December meeting 

March 2012 

Tribute to Elvis 14
th
 March Camden Valley Inn 7pm, 

this is a 2 course dinner show $36 Payment by 

February meeting. 

Annie Tuesday, 20
th
 March 2012 at Lyric Theatre Star 

City,  $61 So if you have not paid please do by 

December meeting.   

May 2012 

An Officer and a Gentleman Wednesday 23
rd

 May 

1pm Lyric Theatre Star City $61 Payment by March 

meeting. 

June 2012 

Nutcracker on Ice Thursday, 7
th
 June 1pm Capitol 

Theatre $49, Payment by February meeting. 

 

In November we saw Melinda Schneider in “Doris”.  

This was a great show and was the story of Doris 

Day’s life.  We went by train and had lunch in the new 

food hall of “The Star”.  A great day and lots of laughs 

by all who went on this outing. 

A group went to see Steel Magnolia, a play by the 

Campbelltown Theatre Group, after having dinner at 

the Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

 

Payments for Shows 

It has been decided by the committee that payment for 

shows will now be paid into a “Shows Account” in the 

Club’s name.  I will collect the payments of cheques 

and cash as usual in an envelope with your name, and 

show on the front.  We will advise the members of the 

new Show Account banking details at the December 

meeting for online payments.  I will then present an 

account of funds received and paid and balance held 

each meeting to the Club. 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Dec 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Dec 5 Lunch in the Heritage Railway Carriage 

behind CakesBiz 12.30pm 

Dec 6 Craft with Mary 

Dec 6   Card Making with Marion 

Dec 8 Walking “Box Vale Mine Track” Mittagong 

Dec 9 Photography with Ros 

Dec 16 Christmas Lunch Menangle House 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve at Macarthur Tavern at  

   Campbelltown 

2012 

Jan 28 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7.30pm 

Feb 3 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Feb 7 Card Making with Marion 

Feb 8 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Feb 10-27  Tour to Tasmania 

Feb 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Mar 3 General / AGM Meetings at Narellan 

Library 10.00am 

Mar 6 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 7 Craft with Mary 

Mar 9 Photography with Ros 

Mar 16 Craft with Mary 

Mar 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 23 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Mar 30 Photography with Ros 

Mar 30 Cards  

Apr 3 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 4 Craft with Mary 

Apr 6 Good Friday 

Apr 11 Tour of Conservatorium of Music 

Apr 13 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Apr 18 Craft with Mary 

Apr 18 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 20 Tour:  Riverboat Postman 

Apr 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Apr 27 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 27 Cards  

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri 2 Dec 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri 3 Feb 2012

        10am – 12 noon 


